
Domain 3:  Teaching for Learning
Element: NMTEACH 3B:  Using questioning and discussion techniques to support

classroom discourse
 To what level do all students have an opportunity to answer questions?
 To what level are questions thought provoking and rigorous?
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Ineffective Teacher questioning techniques are not aligned to content and provide no opportunity 
for student engagement.

Minimally 
Effective

Teacher questioning techniques are low‐level with minimal student engagement.

Effective The teacher’s questioning techniques elicit a deep response and allows for sufficient time 
for students to answer through active engagement with peers and teacher.

Highly 
Effective

The teacher promotes consistent analytical and collaborative approaches to
understanding, uses questioning techniques that scaffold instruction for deep
understanding of concepts, allowing for discussion and debate of key concepts.

Exemplary Questioning techniques are engaging and reflect a high level of thinking in a culturally 
and developmentally appropriate environment. Students engage in deep meaningful
conversations using academic language.

Notes:
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